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"THE DISTRICT COUNCIL'S ROLE IN TIE PRESERVATION OF HUMAN VALUES" 


Nealthy Local Auton 
‘The Conmmnity mane il idea represents a healthy tendensy toward increased 


FEN antonomy and citizens participation in decision making . e » Enlightened 
O) 


itizens' actio the m hope for *he prese: uman values 
dnt ‘the ysical rebuilding of our cities. At first, Cleveland city officials 
feared a citizens! revolt but now a good worl relations: i; n developed 
with both working together for uctive pu o intunsiasm, yi 
uni strength are the great assets of eae Councils,” These statenents 
were made by rroa speaker John i. ə for the Corrmnity Council Workshop 


in Columbus, Ohio, lire Greone is E nir United Commnity Teads and Councils 
and Chairman of Ohio Bell Televinone Company. 


No Noighbortood Is An Isl: 

5 = sland wa the notion that tke tex: dollar añd a 
phone ea. to city oars = prevent ror ht is totally false" said Thomas A. 
Gaudette of Chicago! than-Avalon Park ans yy Council, He said, "fre~ 
quently one finds thf moneys robbed nor courage in band government. Only 
total mobilization of commnity opinion will ge 


Preserving Neighborhood Standards Are Essential 

Frank Suleuski, of the Association of Comminity Councils of oe. 
Chicago said "preserving neighborhood eee are essential," He cite 
S: d in one commnity to gaat the operation of 
an offending city dump a mile away. Bventisly the Forum set up a "property 
value maintenance committee" wiich hired legal council to prosecute violation 
of zoning and housing codes until the violations lessened, 
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The Forum's current objectives are: 
1. To preserve the desirable resicential nature of tne conmunitye 


2. ee neighborhood standards agaist pressvres of 


See 
3. To demonstrate that racial and religious Faeroe got ofa 
community does not matter if agreed standar iainteined. 


Stimulating and Exci: ixperience 

2e foregoing quotes y all the Newarkers who attended the 
eee ae back so aici aotis. They had an exciting and stimlating 
experien They learned new i from 
delegates from all sections of the United States. It provided them with the 
opportunity to measure tie work of tie Newark Councils against tose of other 
cities and Newark measured up favorably by comparisone 
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Cleveland, oui, 
has tiag a rapid expansion in developing district councils. It 
has 12 councile servirg L5% of the city with a staff of 8 professional workers. 
Cost per council, pata for by the elfare Federation, is approximately “10,000 
‘ir: t 


E : m h ar 
ity of these groups cones fron working on problems of immediate concern such as 
tavern location, proper code enforcement, pores protection, zoning variances 
and building conservation and rehabilitation 


Cleveland has 60 Street capes They are comparable to Clinton Hill's 
Block Branches, Zoning problems sometines settled in court by volunteer 
resident attorneys of ‘the aroa i, ved, 


In sections of Cleveland it was sometimes found that a home owner c: 
not do the required work to correct trouble spots due to physical di 
or financial aae A group of neighbors wo' ld then ete up a "pool" to take 
care of the problenm, 


Paid Professional Staff 

In answering the sues tion "What pale some Councils succeed were others 
die?" ane ifuriel Andrews, retary, Detroit Federation ol munity Councils 
said, " ortant factor was professional staff workers at tie local commn- 
ity aw. The paid worker lm s the organizational insvrance that council 


poide will be carried ou 


"What guarantee is tiere trat tie paid worker will act as a supporter and 
executor of council ei and not its initiator?" asked iirse omas President 
y f the 


many instances, 'he said, full-time staff is ES to help Petree the 
prevailing state of prs Bi apathy into purposeful area and city-wide action." 


Block Branches 

me egates fron Chicajo spoke disparagingly oe block organizations, 

saying "They are more often concerned with green grass and tea parties is eae 
own streets than about overcrowding and creeping ane a few blocks away." 


ir value bie defended pees by Sey Bo Winters, Clinton Hill apes ope 
cormuni t; 


x iå S as part of 
e said many of the Chicago "block clubs" eee ache tie secant es council was 
are: 


and Lfec 
wide activities and even refused to affiliate with te meee ee 


«30 
Informal Discussions 
‘0: scussion carried on with peace from other cities beets pals 
the Workshop was apni important. It gave a sense oi d 
and imparted an awareness that there are ees pel pecan for which ooa 
tatic, hange 


constantly and leave ruch work to be done. z asg pee to learn 
tte: 


me from addresses exchanged with other delegates w: ich will lead to a trans- 
aanta swapping of tecliniques and news items. 


Community comes 

role EL. mr Counet 2a 1 i 
trenendously ERRE slun rogram in Ur a fee ewal epes femaia 
slums in surrounding areas ARD a ere is e einated action to conserve and 
rehabilitate them. 


for an area should pe done with the pocple who have to live with 
ity Councils 


the changes. Co: e the ideal organiz: aae for the people o: 
a ork throughe ix Pere phase of the worl ity Council 
is in sy iforcenent of all city codes fein oR: housing Es heal 


porting the e 
sanita beaten plumbing, and zoning. 


Worksho; s 

he re six workshops runnin; concurrently for about five hours eache 
They aban organiza tional aspects, SE local needs, developing citizen 
d z with community problens, teamwork with 
city-wide agencies, and the commmnity council role in metropolitan planning, 


The Newark delegation errana to cover several of the workshops. High- 
lights of these reports follow: 


cts Of D stricts Councils-iirse Re leal Owens 
gational, how to orsaiize and cormunication 


5 onal 
were 0: 
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ea ne as eA mu the Police anc Tire Captain in ikeir 
area. When ni ople move in their area, welcome them and help them to rise 


the 
Conduct training institutes. Get a real c: section of the commmnity as 
members of tie council, cet Dee E different ie srowids inthe council. 


Do not solve all the problems of the comwnity immediately. Think 
of all the needs but start on small projects tiat can be completed. "THINK BIG, 


and committee work, Plan utilize every resource inthe commnity, On city 
wide provlems plan joint action with other councils. 


Si 


rene cormmication between councils, government agencies, private 

necies, co:wmnity groups and individuals, Develop a "DO IT YCUR~ 

TE attitndes D. not de-ene on city hall or others. Always strive for 
something betters 


tir. Stanley Bo Winters attended tie same workshop, he reported: 

About 35 persons in this panel workshop tackled some parte promona of 
organization and leadership, In addition to tie felt need for full-tine 
paid leadership, nany spoke on breadth and depth in S a E 


To truly effective, a council rusit craw uponthe talents, insign 1S3 
and odie of residents from every econonic, social, and cultural level, 
peroneo si ula be consciously sou; iht after through personal vi; HP 


Te: that a 
eli rumning the council, This will prevent a few ncrsons from becoming 
overt elmed with duties, It will guarantee continued crowth and ongoing 
leadership." 


How Do District Councils *Tean Up! With City-Wide Planning And 


Groups?-Rev. Stanley J. Hallet. 


Illustrating the problem of commmication between people, this group got 
off to a Slow start because tiere was confusion as to the difference between 
WELFARE © UNCIL and CONU: HITY COUNCIL. 


major discussion centered on how a commmity council can interpret th 
capital improvement budget of the city. In Philadelphia a CITIZENS? 
HOMSING AND PLA‘ I:G CCUICIL takes the city's capital improvement budget, breaks 
it down for the different areas of the city, then sends the budgets to the 
c; 


local comuni ouncilse scussion and del ‘0. o Residents think through 
the needs of their area and make recomendations, Rev. liallett wrote, "One of 
the major values for me was th ation the op provide step k 
and take a long look at what we are doin It is helpful put une work in 


ang 
Newark in the larger perspective of development in other cities." 


Urban maneat And How To Build Citizens’ Participation- d'So lared iolnse 
out if the neighborhood is for or agalist urban roi 
business leadership of the comity siiould be involved. tre. WETAN ELi n 
mst not be neglected. The procedure oid relocating individuals and busin 
aot be carefully planned and carried oi hunane ways 


a 


usage should be evaluated for are boig Si t to the c ity. 
under consideration mst be subjected a ho A EE inspection. 
Houses that can be rehabilitated or conserved Pk not be demolis! 
Zoning may have to be upgraded because of the planned improvements. 
Block leadership mst be "sold" on Urban renewal. Residents who "roep up their 
property should be publicly recognized. Persons wo cannot kéep up their 
property because of sickness or age sould be helped by the coummnity. 


How Do District Councils Deal With Their Commnity Erebiens? =- Mr. Charles Landever. 
earnest, entnuslastic willing work hard for your objectives. Get 
all the facts about a oe aad Make your deol ease cn these facts; then. 
act with determination, 
Publicize your needs and successese 
n't be easily discouraged. Analyze your failures, Obstacles can be 
aoe Appoint persons to represent the corrmnity council point of view who 
are best equipped to 


fact will help put your point across. 


Mes. Charles Landever also attended the above workshop. 


commnity seems to be suffering from similar ailments. People 


St. Louis, Cl > Philadelphia, s talked about ae s 

ems that confront Newark, Changing nei;:hborhoods, real es ics, 
police protection, g and sanitation were cormonly discussed, Cleveland 
was reported as ene a fine jobs has organized "Strect Clubs" our 
Block Branches. o Louis is celebrating its 25th anniversary of commnity 
councils. 


Mrs. Emma Pitts wrote her general impressions of the conference. 


Many people do not know the codes soverning housin,, plunbing, zoning and 
tion, These coces and how they are enforced s..ould be called to the 
attention of all, ~ 


sidents should seo ote trouble spots are elininated, and stay together 
until fia trouble is cleared up 


t cannot be stressed too mech that corrmnity councils are nonepolitical, 
non-gootarian and noneracial, They exist only to promote the well-being of the 
people, ir children, homes and neighborhoods. 


